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PURPOSES:

The Association is formed 
as a Not-For-Profit Corp-
oration whose purposes 
are to cultivate the science 
of jurisprudence; to promote 
reform in the law; to facilitate 
the administration of justice; 
to elevate the standards of 
integrity, honor and courtesy 
in the legal profession; to
influence positively the 
quality of life of the comm-
unity; and to cultivate a 
spirit of good fellowship 
among members. 
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Please take notice that Annual Meeting of the Oneida County Bar Association 
membership will be held this year via Zoom, Friday, December 2, 2022 at 12:00 noon. 
Prior to the meeting, registration instructions via Zoom will be provided in a separate 
email. This is an important meeting for the election of officers and directors and for 
such business as may otherwise come before the members.

The Nominating Committee: George C. Murad, Chairman, Michael A. Arcuri, Esq., 
Co-chair, Herbert J. Cully, Esq., Keith A. Eisenhut, Esq., and Jenna R. Peppenelli, Esq., 
will present the following nominees for the positions indicated:

President: Keith A. Eisenhut
First Vice-president: Paula J. Eannace

Second Vice-president: Michael A. Arcuri
Secretary: Christina L. Reilly
Treasurer: George C. Murad

Directors: J K Hage, III, Stephanie N. Singe, Matthew J. Skinner and Kathryn Festine

To the Members of the
Oneida County Bar Association

RE: Membership Annual Meeting
December 2, 2022

12/2 Meeting Link

The Oneida County Bar Association wishes you 
and your family a very happy holiday season!

Have a Happy Holiday!

mailto:diane@oneidacountybar.org
http://www.oneidacountybar.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83826483946?pwd=aVpkWWNiVXZpSWxrbzIyalJBb1htZz09
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By James S. Rizzo, Esq.

“I REMEMBER WHEN HALLOWEEN WAS THE SCARIEST 
NIGHT OF THE YEAR. NOW, IT’S ELECTION NIGHT.” 

- ANONYMOUS
I am sure most candidates and even 
voters are relieved that the mid-term 
elections are, for the most part, over, 
with several challenges still going on in 
other States. On a local level, I wanted 
to express my sincere congratulations 
and well wishes to the four newly elected 
NYS Supreme Court Justices:  Julie 
Grow Denton, Kevin Keuhner, William 

Ramseier and Mark Rose. It is not often that four Supreme Court 
seats in our area come open in the same year (one being newly 
created). Depending upon their assignments, these Justices will 
serve Oneida County, as well as five other counties, for the next 
fourteen years. As noted in my prior messages, all four of these 
elected officials had screened before the OCBA Courts and Judi-
ciary Committee, and all had been rated “well-qualified”. I would 
also like to commend Supreme Court Justice David Murad (also 
rated by our committee as “well-qualified”) on his many years of 
dedicated Judicial service to Oneida County and wish him well in 
his future endeavors. 

Unfortunately, on the national level, there still remain many who 
question the legitimacy of elections or immediately allege fraud 
when their favored candidates lose, which, unless there is sub-
stantive evidence to back up these claims, strikes at the core 
of our democratic process. Regardless of party affiliation, as 
lawyers we are trained to put objective, demonstrable facts and 
hard evidence forward to counter bald, conclusory or, at worst, 
invented assertions of misconduct. Of course, no system is 
perfect and if legitimate errors are found (human or otherwise), 
vigorous efforts should be made to ensure such irregularities 
are rooted out, not repeated and that any proven misconduct is 
punished accordingly. However, if after recounts, audits and/or 
multiple layers of administrative and Judicial review, no admis-
sible evidence and/or applicable law is presented to alter the 
outcome of an election, I believe lawyers are in a unique position 
to encourage, in a nonconfrontational way, civil discourse and 
respect for Judicial decisions even if they disagree with the final 
outcome. Without promoting such respect and civil discourse 
on all sides of the debate, violence and lawlessness may erupt by 
people still clinging to an unproven or unfounded assertion of 
“facts”.  No doubt this national dialogue will continue and hope-
fully improvements can and will continue to be implemented to 

restore confidence in our voting process, regardless of political 
affiliation and in a nonpartisan fashion.

In OCBA news, I would be remiss not to mention the touching 
tribute and eulogy given by the Honorable David N. Hurd to his 
dear friend and long-time colleague, recently deceased attorney 
Gerry McDonald at his funeral services.  A significant number of 
our members took part in the Attorney Honor Guard to pay our 
respects to Gerry’s over-50 year legal career.  Among many other 
honors and awards, Gerry was Past President and a member of 
the OCBA’s Quinquaginta (Over 50 years admitted to the Bar) Club.

The finishing touches are also being put on the 2022 pictorial 
directory and we anticipate its release in the coming weeks.  
Members will be able to order their own pictures as well as full 
composites of our membership, so watch your emails and these 
pages for specific ordering information.

I finish this message on the heels of our Annual Holiday Party 
scheduled for December 1st. which promises to be a fun time. 
As mentioned previously, we’re adding to the festivities this year 
by honoring the three Hugh R. Jones Award winners for out-
standing service to the profession and community:  Daniel S. 
Cohen (2020), Hon. John W. Grow (2021) and Waddie N. Kalil 
(2022). Hope to see everyone there! 

Welcome New Member
Stephanie N. Singe, Esq.

Oneida County District Attorney’s Office
235 Elizabeth Street, Utica, NY 13501

219-3127 Fax: 798-5582
ssinge@ocgov.net
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Bar Mourns the Loss of 
Attorney Gerald T. McDonald

Gerald T. “Jerry” McDonald, 89, of Rome, passed away on Wednesday, November 9, 
2022, at home after a long illness. Jerry was born on October 22, 1933, in Utica, NY, a 
son of the late Dr. Harold and Anne (Senecal) McDonald. He graduated from Whites-
boro High School, Cornell University and Albany Law School, obtaining his JD degree 
in 1958. Jerry married his wife, Margaret Cole McDonald on June 15, 1957. She passed 
away on April 29, 2016. They had 58 years of a loving, caring and successful marriage. 
They raised four terrific, grateful and wonderful children.

Jerry had a full, complete and exciting life. His profession, as an attorney, was very 
important to him. He was President of the Oneida County Bar Association; Chair of 

the New York State Bar Association Trial Lawyers Section; first Rome attorney to be admitted as a Fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers; a member of the New York State Bar Association House of Delegates for six 
years; a recipient of the County Bar Association Hugh R. James Award for Outstanding Service to his Profession 
and Community; and a member of the County Board of Directors with service on it’s grievance committee.

He also performed many pro bono tasks for his profession and community. He started as a mediator, guardian and 
over five years served the Peacemaker Program as a panelist for the Surrogates Decision Making Committee. He 
served as President of the St. Paul’s Catholic Church Parish Council, a board member of the Rome Family Y and 
for eight years as a member of the Rome Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees and President of Teugega Country 
Club. Sports were always of interest to Jerry. He was captain and quarterback of 150lbs football team at Cornell. 
He loved skiing and spent several years skiing with the Freihof Ski Group (Turin) and the Griffiss Ski Club (Utica) 
in the European Alps, Western US ski areas, Canada and Argentina. He also enjoyed golf, tennis, racquetball and 
swimming in Lake Delta.

Jerry is survived by his four children, Michael McDonald (Sue), Kathleen Blystone (Randy), Peggy Basubas (Ed) 
and David McDonald (Tracey); two sisters, Marianne DeGraaf and Patricia McDonald; two brothers, Edward 
McDonald and David McDonald (Regina); eight grandchildren, Lt. Col. Nathaniel McDonald (Faith), Lindsay 
Blystone, Kelsey Blystone (Tommy Nylec), Jessica Blystone, Jana Basubas, Daniel Basubas, Stephen Basubas and 
Steven McDonald; three great-grandchildren, Mackenzie, Giovanni and Gillian; several nieces and nephews; and 
special friend, Carol Drumluk. He was predeceased by his parents; a brother, James McDonald; and grandson, Mat-
thew Blystone.

He joined the Law Firm of O’Shea, Griffin, Jones and McLaughlin in 1962. He served as a partner and more re-
cently as a consultant to the firm now known as O’Shea, McDonald and Stevens, LLP.

Special thanks and appreciation to Father Bob Kelly for his support and guidance, past and present lawyers and 
secretaries of his law firm for their assistance and friendship.
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Bar Mourns the Loss of 
Attorney Walter G. Pratt

Walter Graham Pratt, 80, of New Hartford, passed away November 18, 
2022, at the Siegenthaler Center after a lengthy illness.

He was born on April 5, 1942, in Utica, to the late Mary Eleanor {Purvis} 
and W. Roger Pratt.Walter received his BS degree from Utica College 
of Syracuse University and his law degree from Albany Law School of 
Union University, graduating fifth in his class. He was admitted to the 
New York State Bar in 1969.

Walter was employed at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC and subsequently returned 
home to Utica to join his father in private practice.

He married Mary Austin Donalty on August 29, 1980.

Walter was a member of the Oneida County Bar Association and was active with the Bagg’s Square 
Association.

He loved the outdoors and traveling the world. He was an avid runner who enjoyed racing in The 
Boilermaker, skiing, and swimming.

He is survived by his wife Mary Austin Donalty of New Hartford; his children Sean (Michelle) Pratt 
of Madison, WI and Michelle (Paul) Pratt of Portland, OR; his brothers Willard (Marie) Pratt of 
Sylvan Beach, David (Lisa) Pratt of FL and Marilyn Pratt of Hubbardsville, as well as several nieces 
and nephews.

Walter’s wife, Mary, would like to express her gratitude to her brother and sister-in-law, Barry and 
Jeanne Donalty, for all their support during Walter’s illness. Also, her nieces, Alison Donalty and 
Lauren Donalty Canalori, for traveling to be with Mary to support her during these difficult days.

Walter will be long remembered for his incredible wit, calming presence, and steadfast loyalty to 
family and friends. And for his delicious apple pie.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to CURE Epilepsy, PO Box 10572, Chicago, IL 
60610 or curepilepsy.org in memory of Walter’s beloved nephew Christopher Donalty.

Online messages of sympathy may be left at: www.fwefh.com 
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OCBA Foundation Contributions
The Oneida County Bar Association Foundation, Inc., is a charitable arm 

of the Association qualified to receive tax-deductible contributions 
under Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3).

Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution, or better yet, plan 
for a series of regular ongoing gifts to the Foundation. Donations are 

welcome from everyone, and it is our hope that we will have widespread 
participation in this program of sharing for the common good.

Checks should be made payable to: Oneida County Bar Association Foundation, Inc.
258 Genesee Street, Suite 302, Utica, NY 13502

If you have questions regarding the Foundation, please call on the Bar Office.

2023 Dues 
& CLE

SEMPASS 
Statement

Change of 
Addresses

John H. Herbowy, Esq.
Herkimer County Family Court

301 N. Washington Street, Suite 2501
Herkimer, NY 13350

619-3378 Fax: 266-4534
jherbowy@nycourts.gov

Patrick J. Marthage, Esq.
8 Stuart Court

Whitesboro, NY 13492
736-2439

Leland D. McCormac, III, Esq.
122 Waterbury Ave

Whitesboro, NY 13492
796-3931

lmccormac57@gmail.com

 

You may order photo packages
 if you had your portrait taken. 

Gallery Password: OCBA2022

Members will need to enter the gallery 
password and their email address to access.

If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact the Bar Office.

OCBA 2022
Member Portraits

VIEW THE GALLERY

DOWNLOAD

https://mishalaniephotography.shootproof.com/gallery/11679590/
https://www.oneidacountybar.org/site/assets/files/1137/duesstatement_2023.pdf
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Assistant Corporation Counsel: The City of Rome, NY is seeking a part-time attorney to work in the Office 
of the Corporation Counsel. Applicants for this position must be admitted to practice law and in good standing 
in the State of New York. Compensation will commensurate with experience and availability. Interested candidates  
should send a cover letter and resume to: gfeeney@romecitygov.com.

Oneida County Law Department Full Time Employment Opportunity: There are four Assistant County 
Attorney employment opportunities located in the Oneida County Attorney’s (Law Department) office. View 
the announcement on the Oneida County website (ocgov.net). 

Managing Attorney and Staff Attorney Positions: The Legal Aid Society of Mid-New York is actively 
seeking to fill managing attorney and staff attorney positions in several offices.  The employment opportunities 
are available immediately in all office locations – Binghamton, Oneonta, Oswego, Utica or Watertown. Travel 
may be required. Practice areas include Family Law, Domestic Violence, Evictions and Foreclosures.  The 
Utica office has a HelpLine Staff Attorney position to provide direct and comprehensive services to eligible 
clients. Visit us at www.lasmny.org.

Must be admitted to the NYS Bar or be able to gain admittance within a reasonable period of time (while 
utilizing NY’s 18-month temporary admission rule).  Law Graduates with strong writing backgrounds may be 
considered if pending admission to the NYS Bar.  Bilingual or multilingual beneficial.

LASMNY offers a generous benefit package, effective as of date of hire.  We encourage interested qualified 
applicants to apply by providing a cover letter, resume, writing sample and contact information, including 
email address, for (3) professional references to jobs@lasmny.org.

Classifieds

 

For Members of the Oneida County Bar Association who are also on the 
Oneida County Supplemental Assigned Counsel Panel, your Oneida County Bar Association 

dues may be reimbursed to you. Additionally, all members of the Bar Association who 
are on the Oneida County Supplemental Assigned Counsel Panel and meet the minimal 
case requirement are also entitled to have the cost of Bar Association sponsored CLE’s 

reimbursed by the Oneida County Supplemental Assigned Counsel Program.

For more information regarding this reimbursement, and if you believe you may be 
entitled reimbursement, please contact Michael Arcuri, Plan Administrator 

or Connie Shepherd, Assistant to Administrator at 315-798-6459.      

Just a Reminder...

https://ocgov.net/oneida/sites/default/files/personnel/Immediate%20Open%20Jobs/Assistant%20County%20Attorney%207-20-2022.pdf
https://ocgov.net/oneida/sites/default/files/personnel/Immediate%20Open%20Jobs/Assistant%20County%20Attorney%207-20-2022.pdf
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Coats from CounselorsFree Legal Research Program
for OCBA Members!

Fastcase Legal Research 
Service, formerly known as 
Casemaker, is a benefit of 

your OCBA membership. Fastcase is the leading next-
generation legal research service that puts a compre-
hensive national law library and powerful searching, 
sorting, and data visualization tools at your fingertips. 

Download the Fastcase Quick Reference Guide 

Fastcase Login Information

The OCBA provides access to the Fastcase Legal Re-
search Service. To access Fastcase, you must always log 
in with your OCBA account on the OCBA website at 
www.oneidacountybar.org by clicking the Fastcase “Log 
In” button (located at the top right of the website).

Those members who have paid their 2022 dues are eligi-
ble to create an account password on the OCBA website. 
If you have already created a password at any time in the 
past to access Fastcase or Casemaker, you do not need 
to complete the account password creation again (unless 
you have forgotten your password) – simply log in as 
you have in the past.

 If you have not yet created a password on the OCBA 
website, simply click the Fastcase “Log In” button located  
on the upper right side of the home page, and then click 
the “Change or Create Password” link. You will then be 
sent to a page which requests you to enter your email 
address. After entering your email address, click the 
"Send New Password Request" button, which will trigger 
an email to automatically be sent from OCBA contain-
ing instructions for creating a new password.

Once this is complete, you can now use your OCBA 
credentials access Fastcase anytime, anywhere using the 
Fastcase “Log In” button on the OCBA website

 

LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE

Bar Association Members may enroll as participating attorneys
 in the Lawyer Referral Service program at any time by 
completing the required forms and submitting payment. 

If you would like to receive a program packet, please 
contact Executive Director Diane Parslow at 315-724-4901 

or diane@oneidacountybar.org or simply click here to download it now.

Get More Out of Fastcase
 with Free Training Webinars!

Fastcase provides free live training webinars that 
will walk you through all the most important tools 
and features. Whether you're an experienced user or 
new to Fastcase, these webinars provide an exten-
sive overview of the platform and tips and tricks to 
getting the most out of your research. Click here to 
check out upcoming webinars and sign up today!

https://www.fastcase.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/2021-Quick-User-Guide.pdf
http://www.oneidacountybar.org
https://www.oneidacountybar.org/site/assets/files/1095/lrs_packet_2018.pdf
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The year-end holidays 
are upon us.  As a point 
of personal privilege, this 
month’s column avoids 
issues of New York Prac-
tice and instead shares 
observations about the 
annual tv program, A 
Charlie Brown Christmas. 
No doubt, everyone knows 
it well.

Charles Schultz, the creator of the Peanuts comic strip, 
held deep Protestant religious beliefs.  When CBS 
expressed interest in 1965 of having Shultz create a 
30-minute Christmas special based on Peanuts, to com-
pete with the success that NBC had enjoyed with Ru-
dolph the Red Nosed Reindeer the previous year, Shultz 
refused to do so unless CBS agreed that the program 
include a message about the true religious meaning of 
Christmas. An animated Christmas program based on 
an existing comic strip was described by Val Adams in 
the August 8, 1965 edition of The New York Times as 
“a big gamble.” The program combined many unusual 
ingredients including the voices of amateur children 
instead of trained adults, jazz music by Vince Guaraldi, 
bible readings, the colorization of a black-and-white 
strip, no laugh track, and it was planned to air for chil-
dren at nighttime. It risked ruining the Peanuts comic 
strip. CBS sensed disaster when it saw a preview of 
the show and wished to cancel it, expecting a flop. But 
by then it was too late to change the tv schedule. The 

show aired on December 9, 1965.  To CBS’s surprise it 
attracted 15 million viewers, which was tremendous 
viewership for that time.

The religious meaning of the holiday was delivered by 
Linus in an iconic scene toward the end of the program, 
on a stage where the Peanuts gang had been rehearsing 
a Christmas play. Linus explained the true meaning of 
Christmas to everyone present. He told the story of the 
birth of Jesus in a manger and of Jesus’ mission to bring 
peace and good will to all. Significantly, and brilliantly, 
Shultz had Linus deliver his short speech while stand-
ing alone on a stage, with all other Peanuts characters 
excluded from the screen. For extra emphasis, Linus 
gave his remarks about the meaning of Christmas while 
illuminated by a spotlight – the only scene where any 
character had the viewers’ exclusive and extended at-
tention. Linus spoke in that scene for Charles Schultz 
himself, not as a cartoonist, but as a religious believer. 

Why did Schultz select Linus as his all-important 
message-giver? After all, Linus was merely one of many 
characters to choose from, and Charlie Brown was the 
main character of the Peanuts comic strip.

Schultz chose Linus to explain the true meaning of 
Christmas deliberately. Linus was the character who 
held a security blanket day and night which he relied 
upon for courage. He dropped the blanket on the floor 
before delivering his iconic remarks on stage, symbol-
izing unusual personal fortitude during those crucial 
moments. Linus was the character who, elsewhere in 

Bar NewsONEIDA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION NOVEMBER 2022

The Practice Page
A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS

Hon. Mark C. Dillon*
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Protect income and assets

Preserve Medicaid and SSI

Plan for the future

Improving Lives and Our 
Community for 50 Years

First Party  
& Third Party 
Pooled Trusts  

 

(518) 439-8323  |  nysarctrustservices.org

Since 1972
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the Christmas special, wrapped his blanket around the 
base of a scrawny Christmas tree selected by Charlie 
Brown to straighten its trunk, explaining, “Maybe it 
just needs a little love.” In the Peanuts Halloween spe-
cial which first aired in 1966, Linus was the character 
who steadfastly kept faith in the Great Pumpkin de-
spite pressure from other characters who mocked his 
sincerely-held beliefs. Linus often stood for his prin-
ciples in the face of adversity, and always looked at the 
bright side of bad situations occurring around him.  
Schultz must have liked the Linus character, as no one 
else in the Peanuts strip was better suited to stand for 
up for religious convictions, charity, and meaning.  
When Schultz needed to choose a character to deliver 

a message about the true meaning of Christmas, the 
selection of Linus might have been easy.

The message of the holiday that Linus delivered in a 
short, simplistic, and animated form accomplished 
the religious messaging that Schultz insisted upon for 
the program.  The Christmas special, which has been 
broadcast to three generations every year since 1965, 
would not be the same without it.  Its repetition in 
all the years since could not have been imagined by 
CBS in 1965. The show’s message is universal to us all, 
including our non-Christian colleagues, that there is 
glory in the creation that is around us and of which we 
are each a part. 

THE PRACTICE PAGE (CONT.)

Visit their website

Antonowicz Group

Social  Security
Disability • SSI

When you can’t work, 
we work for you!

315-337-4008

No Fee Unless
We Win!

Visit their website

https://www.nysarctrustservices.org/
https://www.disabilitya-z.com/
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Company, Inc. 

258 Genesee Street, Suite 309 
Utica, New York 13502 

(315) 732-0324 · (315) 732-1451 Fax 
Contact: Chad Davis or Dennis Zogby  

for all your Abstract and Title Insurance needs. 
“We promise competent and efficient service.” 

Email: advantageabs@aol.com 
Offices located in Oneida, Herkimer & Otsego County 

Visit their website

Visit their website

Visit their website

Visit our “News” tab under the 
Resources page on our website 

for updated information as we receive it.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Notices from
Various Courts

http://www.advantageabs.com
http://uticacitymarshal.us/
http://www.nysba.org
http://www.prestoprintllc.com
https://www.oneidacountybar.org/resources/news/
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Mark Your Calendars

BAR NEWS ADVERTISING RATES 
AND DEADLINES
If you wish to advertise in the monthly 
newsletter, the rate schedule is as follows:

Full Page (8.5”x11”) ..........................$300
Half Page (7.5”x4.75”) ......................$200
Quarter Page (3.5”x4.75”) .................$100
Business card (3.5”x2.5”) ..................$50
Classified (column line) .....................$5/line

We welcome the submission of articles, 
announcements or topics of general 

interest to the membership. The OCBA 
may edit as needed. Any suggestions, 
criticisms or encouragement are also 
eagerly solicited and gladly received. 

Address all communications to: 
Oneida County Bar Association 
258 Genesee Street, Suite 302, 

Utica, NY 13502
Email: diane@oneidacountybar.org

BAR NEWS IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY 
BY  THE ONEIDA COUNTY 

BAR ASSOCIATION 
– DIANE PARSLOW, EDITOR –

If an advertiser signs on for the full year, one 
month would be free. We will add an interactive 
link to your website on the e-mailable version 
of the newsletter. Circulation includes 
approximately 450 Law offices and Courts from 
Oneida, Herkimer and Lewis Counties. Our 
newsletter is also placed on our website. 
We would appreciate your submitting a 
camera ready ad. All ads should be submitted 
by the tenth of the month.

ADVERTISE IN BAR NEWS!
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District Attorney’s Office ...................  (315) 798-5766
Public Defender’s Office-Criminal ....  (315) 798-5870
Public Defender Office-Civil .............  (315) 266-6100
U.S. District Court Clerk’s Office ......  (315) 793-8151
Fourth Department .............................  (585) 530-3100
OCA Attorney Registration ................  (212) 428-2800
Lawyers Assistance ............................  (800) 255-0569
NYS Bar Association .........................  (518) 463-3200
Utica Family Court ............................. (315) 266-4444
Rome Family Court ............................ (315) 266-4500

Supreme Court Clerk .........................  (315) 266-4200
Surrogate’s Court ...............................  (315) 266-4550
Oneida County Court Clerk ...............  (315) 266-4324
Utica City Court Clerk .......................  (315) 266-4600
Rome City Court Clerk ......................  (315) 337-6440
Oneida County Clerk .........................  (315) 798-5794
NYS Attorney General ....................... (315) 864-2000 
Oneida County Attorney ..................... (315) 798-5910
Oneida County Law Library ..............  (315) 266-4570

Frequently Used Telephone Numbers

OCBA Annual Membership Meeting
Friday, December 2, 2022 • 12:00 Noon via Zoom

The OCBA Nominating Committee will present its’  2023 slate to the full membership. 

This is a meeting for the election of officers and directors and for such 

business as may otherwise come before the members.

Join Zoom Meeting

Meeting ID: 838 2648 3946  Passcode: 362206

Or via phone:  1 929 436 2866

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

mailto:diane@oneidacountybar.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83826483946?pwd=aVpkWWNiVXZpSWxrbzIyalJBb1htZz09

